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Wolf Administration Applies for $523 Million in Emergency Funds to 
Support Schools 

 
Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) today submitted its 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund application to the 
U.S. Department of Education (USDE) to obtain approximately $523.8 million in 
emergency, one-time funds to help schools respond to COVID-19 impacts. 
“Pennsylvania’s educators have been working under extraordinary conditions from the 
onset of the coronavirus, first helping students and families to receive food and then 
setting up systems to provide continued education,” said Secretary of Education Pedro A. 
Rivera. “Unfortunately, this crisis has also placed tremendous financial pressures on our 
schools. These funds will provide an initial measure of relief, and we appreciate the quick 
action by Congress. At the same time, emergency educational needs require Congress to 
pass another significant appropriation for states and schools.” 
PDE expects USDE to approve the state’s ESSER application within one week and is 
finalizing a streamlined application to ensure that funds are available to schools in an 
expedited manner. 
Under the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act, at least 
90%, or $471 million, of the funds must flow through to traditional public schools and 
charter schools. Each entity will receive an amount proportional to federal Title I-A funds 
received in 2019 under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  
LEAs may use ESSER funding for a wide range of purposes, including food service; 
professional training; technology purchases; sanitization and cleaning supplies; summer 
and after-school programs; and mental health supports. Funds must be used by 
September 2022. PDE has urged school entities to prioritize investments for vulnerable 
students and families, including those living in the deepest poverty, students with 
disabilities, English learners, migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and 
children in foster care. 
View a list of what each school district and charter school will receive in ESSER funds. 
The remaining 10% of ESSER funds will be used for state-level activities to address issues 
caused by COVID-19. PDE plans to use the funds to support initiatives, including remote 
learning, that can be designed and implemented with greater economy of scale at the state 
level than would be possible or practical for LEAs to pursue individually. 
Pursuant to CARES requirements, school districts and charter schools must apply to PDE 
to obtain their allocated funds. Once the USDE approves the state application, PDE will 
post the LEA application process on its website and notify LEAs. 

https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/CARESAct/Pages/default.aspx


For more information about Pennsylvania’s education policies and programs, please visit 
the Department of Education’s website or follow PDE on Facebook, Twitter, or Pinterest.  
 
MEDIA CONTACT: Eric Levis, 717-783-9802, or elevis@pa.gov  

# # # 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DTeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9oD-2FjjPiw7AE8Syh5q2pAkiqoiOylGZcJFx0P2xruS9B6DJr_hdLF3rLJhzTRPT2w-2FGfeA8E2Ufo9uchaw2FUkqw0VAAtxwI3imaVW2pcEabk6UbHNkwk42E4T0jUmxuJYF34ZSMKCTuYxwgyF1dWXo6bwk57m55qUnZtiK9QaQDEav-2F-2FdimIcQA7tcH-2FkE6zhcPxFx2XAOrj5lE1nmHAoMEbknwDkKE1lTWR3KkhVFva3r7O-2BghaZkC3-2BsmbqYxNMQktr9vu3RZRiLsOW2ezZVBjxCy1o0D-2F8tqy-2Ff-2B1cDEBD9E85pPzlqWd9BORNbboiOk6f3ObS4Z2cf83urnk2WiHz7mb4x8jHza3prwuY5OLrhX4m9wo91tQrTZm-2Bym0PjGJTQ-3D-3D&data=02%7C01%7Ckhensil%40pa.gov%7Cfff5566668214bd260a608d7b9770cc8%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637181793276465814&sdata=mE6fv6ETCJOrAtg2eOMRYz1EK7XvTP0cD9gdFqDJ7q8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DTeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9jw1V-2Bo5zjnJlDYvuv2Uss-2BEQPRUJcASC7IyJS-2F8f5DMA5yFYYqLfQb2gbfApqylnA-3D-3DuZlB_hdLF3rLJhzTRPT2w-2FGfeA8E2Ufo9uchaw2FUkqw0VAAtxwI3imaVW2pcEabk6UbHNkwk42E4T0jUmxuJYF34ZSMKCTuYxwgyF1dWXo6bwk57m55qUnZtiK9QaQDEav-2F-2FdimIcQA7tcH-2FkE6zhcPxFx2XAOrj5lE1nmHAoMEbknwDkKE1lTWR3KkhVFva3r7OgVm6WFcH49Df-2FiytxIYbkPdwceyJlNlhrBNdkDDqs-2Fbqlj5MJIxgk9n21NnfOaEVJJwebjFiSq1pjjaPKbU1frN-2BNArcWddxdzzJnZZ9-2FjvUK1-2FtEJS1HT8OhFr1EDuGKuuSLOsC41Q7GfBD1aX1zA-3D-3D&data=02%7C01%7Ckhensil%40pa.gov%7Cfff5566668214bd260a608d7b9770cc8%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637181793276465814&sdata=L0lLASKyp97lZWyOrSDk6FQybI5eX1bKrZV1islrFho%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUbrDmYXOBM7rARNKdnLZogiVjL1FmoKqyfeFHrpHm0VxTMeU_hdLF3rLJhzTRPT2w-2FGfeA8E2Ufo9uchaw2FUkqw0VAAtxwI3imaVW2pcEabk6UbHNkwk42E4T0jUmxuJYF34ZSMKCTuYxwgyF1dWXo6bwk57m55qUnZtiK9QaQDEav-2F-2FdimIcQA7tcH-2FkE6zhcPxFx2XAOrj5lE1nmHAoMEbknwDkKE1lTWR3KkhVFva3r7OggQCBHtPLEThlG-2F5jlfoHfo2HF1lbtXNLNP9TW5SA7pdTlj1LPhBlIzmixxWX1wyKg7Yq4jVTmvjRJH7-2BeDqwc5OtBxemJVb9YgNAO9Qzgb3-2BIVotBBzFqaxPGyTGCWeyEMwEwNY-2BUo24ROOIs23tg-3D-3D&data=02%7C01%7Ckhensil%40pa.gov%7Cfff5566668214bd260a608d7b9770cc8%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637181793276475772&sdata=cNTGj%2BC%2F%2FjezU0iqrBKTXQr5btGWSjGxzhvZEqt1B9M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTkgea-2BIBCfquIxwCKpxpM2vVHI5nmQrNvYHULpryXg2FjzF_hdLF3rLJhzTRPT2w-2FGfeA8E2Ufo9uchaw2FUkqw0VAAtxwI3imaVW2pcEabk6UbHNkwk42E4T0jUmxuJYF34ZSMKCTuYxwgyF1dWXo6bwk57m55qUnZtiK9QaQDEav-2F-2FdimIcQA7tcH-2FkE6zhcPxFx2XAOrj5lE1nmHAoMEbknwDkKE1lTWR3KkhVFva3r7OtLePzHqKXkh9O1j1XtbZ8Lvy5ojNMFElxn-2BN4VObVKGBUINgGWBwYyqVjVuGFx0R8OY4FRc3ZAmt5bh2uWe2LAsQ5owOERgf-2BkPecC08o8DXho0Mmq6EpUggh9H21-2FMswVL174fPYDM311gRdlVveg-3D-3D&data=02%7C01%7Ckhensil%40pa.gov%7Cfff5566668214bd260a608d7b9770cc8%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637181793276475772&sdata=vUuYNC7LXmMB2HvFxPSx%2FEbxcqDtd1Logr%2BW57OQgdI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:elevis@pa.gov

